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could give her shelter, without renewing the complicity of England.
The Alabama case begins with a fatal concession, by which the rebels were enabled to build ships in England, and then to sail them, without being liable as pirates; it next shows itself in the building of the ship; in the armament and in the escape, with so much of negligence on the part of the British government as to constitute sufferance, if not connivance; and then, again, the case reappears in the welcome and hospitality accorded by British cruisers and by the magistrates of British ports to the pirate ship^ when her evasion from British jurisdiction was well known. Thus at three different stages the British government is compromised: first, in the concession of ocean belligerency, on which all depended; secondly, in the negligence which allowed the evasion of the ship, in order to enter upon the hostile expedition for which she was built, manned, armed, and equipped; and, thirdly, in the open complicity which, after this evasion, gave her welcome, hospitality, and supplies in British ports, Thus her depredations and burnings, making the ocean blaze, all proceeded from England, which by three different acts lighted the torch. To England must be traced, also, all the widespread consequences which ensued.
I take the case of the Alabama because it is the best known, and because the building, equipment, and escape of this ship were under circumstances most obnoxious to judgment; but it will not be forgotten that there were consort ships, built under the shelter of that fatal proclamation, issued in such an eclipse of just principles, and, like the ships it unloosed, "rigged with curses dark." One after another, ships were built; one after another, they escaped on their errand; and, one after another, they enjoyed the immunities of British ports. Audacity reached its height when iron-clad rams were built and the perversity of the British government became still more conspicuous by its long refusal to arrest these destructive engines of waf, destined to be employed against the United States. This protracted hesitation where the consequences were so menacing is a part of the case.
It is plain that the ships which were built tinder the safeguard of this ill-omened proclamation, which stole forth from the British shores and afterward enjoyed the immunities of